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Rue Elementary School joined 
an elite group of schools across 
the country recognized for their 
top academic performance and 
the progress shown by students.

The U.S. Department of 
Education named Rue as one of 
its National Blue Ribbon Schools 
for 2020, a designation achieved 
by only five other schools in Iowa 
and 317 public schools in the 
entire nation this year.

“It’s a privilege to recognize 
the extraordinary work you do 
to meet students’ needs and 
prepare them for successful 
careers and meaningful lives.” 
U.S. Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos said about Rue and the 
other 2020 Blue Ribbon schools.

Rue had been awaiting word of 
the final announcement, made in 
late September, since last spring, 
when the school was nominated 
for the recognition by the Iowa 
Department of Education, said 
Principal Casey Moran.

“Our Rue team strives for 
excellence every day,” he said.  
“This recognition honors the 
hard work and dedication of our 
outstanding staff and students 
with the support of our parents.” 

Under Moran’s leadership, the 
staff at Rue Elementary focuses on 
continuous improvement in their 
teaching to help every student 
achieve, Superintendent 
Dr. Vickie Murillo said.

“This designation 
shines a spotlight 
on their efforts, 
as well as on 
our school 
district and 
c o m m u n i t y,” 
she said. “I am 
so proud of the 
work by our entire 
school community 
to enhance student 
achievement.”

Moran has been recognized for 
his leadership by being named 
the 2019-20 Principal of the Year 
for Council Bluffs Community 
School District. He says many of 
the school’s staff consider Rue to 
be a “hidden gem” and he gives 

credit to the school’s educators 
for striving every day to achieve 
their student-focused mission.

“The mission of James B. Rue 
Elementary is the attainment 
of Academic Excellence for 
ALL students. The needs of the 
whole child will be met through 
supportive and rigorous learning 
environments resulting in ALL 

students making expected 
growth and closing 

achievement gaps,” 
according to the 
school’s mission 
statement.

The coveted 
National Blue 
Ribbon Schools 
award, now in its 

38th year, affirms 
the hard work of 

educators, families, 
and communities in 

creating safe and welcoming 
schools where students master 
challenging and engaging 
content. 

The award is given to schools 
for being either high performing  
on state assessments or for their 
work closing achievement gaps. 

Rue was nominated by the Iowa 
Department of Education for 
the Exemplary High Performing 
School category. According to the 
state, Rue is among the top 15% 
of Iowa schools to demonstrate 
sustainable academic growth in 
English/language arts and math.

“This nomination is evidence 
of the district’s focus on high 
quality instructional practices, 
an engaging curriculum, and the 
practice of holding all students 
to high standards,” Moran said.

Iowa Department of Education 
Director Ann Lebo congratulated 
Rue and the other Blue Ribbon 
schools for “ensuring all students 
are engaged and learning.”

“These schools are making 
sure their students are poised 
to meet the challenges of the 
future,” Lebo said.

Rue Elementary has provided 
high quality learning experiences 
for students since 1950, and it 
has more than 380 students.

“Many staff members remain 
at Rue for their entire educational 
careers, and serve multiple 
generations of our families,” the 
U.S. Department of Education 

says on its Blue Ribbon Schools 
website.

Family engagement is a major 
priority for the school. Parent 
workshops connect parents and 
guardians to the classroom to 
experience real time learning 
and instruction, allowing them 
to better understand  math and 
literacy lessons for application in 
the home setting.

“The Rue staff goes above 
and beyond to engage students 
in a safe and rigorous learning 
environment,” according to the 
U.S. Department of Education.

In the school’s application for 
the award, district officials said 
that Rue relies on community 
partnerships and the support of 
many outside organizations.

“The staff at Rue Elementary 
takes a collaborative approach 
with our community to remove 
the roadblocks for academic 
excellence,” the school says.

Crescent Elementary School 
was recognized as a Blue Ribbon 
School in 2012.  

Additionally, Wilson and Kirn 
junior high schools received the 
recognition in the 1980s.
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